Tampa Bay Watch In Action

Forecaster Jen Colson and Science Officer Charlie Paxton attended the annual U.S. Lifesaving
Association Southeast Regional Lifeguard Competition on the powdery white sands of Siesta
Key near Sarasota. Around 200 lifeguard athletes from Florida Gulf and Atlantic beaches
competed in swimming, paddleboard, dory boat, and water rescue events. Jen and Charlie
teamed up with Mote Marine Laboratory to provide weather support and information to the
lifeguards. Since September 2006, Mote Marine posts water conditions reported by lifeguards,
park rangers and other trained observers around 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. daily. The handy Beach
Conditions Report is used by NWS forecasters to update and verify Surf Zone Forecasts.
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